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Hot topic

 The Vietnam National Admin-

istration of Tourism (VNAT) says it is 

proposing visa waivers for more coun-

tries and that foreign arrivals in the last 

three months of the year are expect-

ed to surge, Thanhnien News reported. 

VNAT director Nguyen Van Tuan said in 

a recent report on the government web-

site that there are “signs of recovery” in 

the tourism sector. Tuan said the indus-

try has been given a boost thanks to the 

recent visa waiver policy for tourists from 

Germany, France, the UK, Italy, Spain 

and Belarus. The country has already 

waived visa requirements for visitors 

from Russia, Japan, South Korea, Den-

mark, Norway, Sweden and Finland. 
(http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/vietnam-tourism-au-

thority-seeks-visa-waiver-for-19-countries)

 Cambodia agreed on Thursday to 

raise the monthly minimum wage for its cru-

cial textiles sector to US$140 (5,033 baht) 

from next year , short of demands by trade 

unions ong at odds with the government over 

pay. The decision was made in a vote by
representatives of the government, factories and unions, with the majority supporting 

an increase to $135 a month from $128. The government then raised that to $140. 

Textiles growth has been one of Hun Sen’s top achievements, but his government has 

clashed repeatedly with unions and its violent crackdown on strikes has seen union 

support shift towards his political opponents. The government has a tricky balancing act 

to keep Cambodia competitive, and stable. Though its wages are low, it faces strong 

competition from neighbouring Vietnam, which last year shipped $31 billion in garments 

and shoes for the same brands that use Cambodian factories. Vietnam’s textiles exports 

to the United States, Cambodia’s biggest market, will be tariff-free once a Trans-Pacific 

Partnership agreed on Monday comes into effect. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/723332/cambodia-raises-textiles-minimum-wage-9-4-to-140

 The widow of a popular Philippine 

politician has accepted a ruling party offer to 

run as vice president in an election in May, 

likely boosting the chances of victory for Pres-

ident Benigno Aquino’s successo.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/718788/widow-of-popular-philippine-minister-to-run-for-vp

 Smoky haze from Indonesian forest fires clouded the skies of southern Thailand Mon-

day, reaching unhealthful levels in Songkhla, Yala and Pattani provinces. Particulate matter in 

Songkhla’s Hat Yai district reached 171 microgrammes per cubic metre of air today, the highest 

level this year. Air is considered unhealthy above 120 microgrammes per cu/m. Indonesia has 

come under pressure in the past few weeks to contain the annual haze crisis, which is caused 

by slash-and-burn agriculture on Sumatra Island and its part of Borneo Island.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/718836/

indonesia-forest-fires-choke-south-with-haze


