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 Rohingya slam Suu Kyi 
over ‘harsh’ stance. Rohingya 
in Thailand are “hopeless” about 
their future, as Myanmar State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and 
her newly formed government 
refuse to recognise their identity. 
Suu Kyi began her three-day official 
visit to Thailand yesterday. The 
demand to recognise the Rohingya 
as an ethnic group and tp provide 
them with basic rights and Myanmar 
citizenship was made yesterday at 
a press conference at the Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club of Thailand.
 The event was strictly 
monitored by police because 
authorities were concerned it might 
affect the Thai-Myanmar relationship 
and the country’s stability. The 
president of the Burmese Rohingya 
Association in Thailand, Maung Kyaw 
Nu, also expressed disappointment 
over Suu Kyi’s stance on the issue 
and said he could not offer any 
suggestions to a government which 
denied Rohingya citizenship.
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 Rodrigo Duterte asks 
US ‘Are you with us?’ on South 
China Sea dispute. President-elect 
Rodrigo Duterte says he has asked 
U.S. Ambassador Philip Goldberg if 
Washington will back the Philippines 
if a confrontation with China were to 
take place over the disputed South 
China Sea. At a business forum in 
Davao City, Duterte told an audience 
of several hundred people, mostly 
businessmen, that he asked Goldberg: 
“Are you with us or are you not with 
us?” 
 According to Rappler, he said: 
“Because if I may decide based on 
the [international court’s] judgement, 
I will now start to claim there.” 
Goldberg reportedly responded the 
U.S. would only support the Philippines 
if it was “attacked”. Duterte said: “The 
[United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea] gives us the exclusive 
right over 200 [nautical miles]. If I go 
there using that privilege of mine, 
would that be an attack against China 
or an offense against China?”

 Thailand rolls out ‘intrusive’ 
immigration form nationwide to help 
‘catch foreigners faster’ THAILAND’S 
Immigration Bureau now requires 
foreigners nationwide to provide 
extensive personal information. In 
the widely criticized ‘Foreign National 
Information Form’, foreigners are 
asked to provide bank account details, 
social media accounts, frequently 
visited places, and other details.
The form, which up until now was 
only used in certain areas, “is being 
rolled out nationwide”, reported 
ThaiVisa News on Wednesday. The 
requirement applies to longer-stay 
visitors, including those filling out 
their 90-day report, visa extensions, or 
re-entry permits. Tourists will not be 
required to fill out the form at point 
of entry.
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