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 US fully lifts arms sale 
embargo to Vietnam. “The United 
States is fully lifting the ban on the sale 
of military equipments to Vietnam that 
has been in place for some fifty years,” 
said the president at a press conference 
alongside his Vietnamese counterpart, 
President Tran Dai Quang. But President 
Obama quickly said that the lifting of 
the ban had nothing to do with China 
“but on our desire to complete what has 
been a lengthy process moving towards 
normalization with Vietnam”. He added 
that, at this stage, the two countries have 
developed a level of trust and cooperation. 
 President Tran Dai Quang, 
welcomed, the lifting of the arms embargo 
saying “Vietnam very much appreciates 
the US decision to completely lift the ban 
on lethal weapons sales to Vietnam, which 
is the clear proof that both countries have 
completely normalized relations. The US 
is cozying up to countries in Asia-Pacific 
region in a strategic shift to tap the trade 
potential of the region and as a bulwark to 
the influence of China.President Obama 
also announced that Vietnam approved 
the Peace Corps’ setting up operations in 
the country.
source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/content/164549
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 Hun Sen: next national 
election in July 2018. Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Sen announced on 
Wednesday the tentative timetable for 
the next national election in 2018 and 
urged authorities concerned to speed up 
registration process of some two million 
people who still do not have ID cards. 
Addressing some 2,000 graduates of the 
National Institute of Education in Phnom 
Penh, Hun Sen said that the poll could 
take place on July 22, 2018. He also said 
that the new, electronic voter lists must 
be transparent so that the opposition 
would not have an excuse to reject the 
poll results. 
 Referring to the 2013 national 
election, the prime minister said that the 
problem of some 1.5 millon voters’ names 
missing from the lists of eligible voters 
was partially resolved with just 200,000 of 
those now on the rolls. He charged that 
Hun Sen had used the judicial process 
to quash critics and to interfere with 
the National Election Committee, having 
jailed the committee’s deputy secretary 
and preparing to prosecute opposition 
appointee Rong Chhun.
source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/content/164868

 Thailand aims to be world 
leader in food exports. This was 
declared by Deputy Prime Minister 
Somkid Jatusripitak at the opening 
of “THAIFEX-World of Food Asia”,at 
Challenger, Muangthong Thani, Bangkok 
yesterday. He said Thailand exported 
food to over 200 countries with five food 
exports among the world’s highest in 
export values. They are rice, processed 
chicken, canned seafood, processed 
seafood, and food flavour which 
amounted to get 800 billion baht average 
annually. He said Thailand’s strength in 
the food industry are of its great variety 
of raw materials and highly experienced 
producers. But as about 45 per cent of 
Thai food exports are unprocessed raw 
materials, more modern technology and 
more innovation will be promoted to add 
value to its food export and decrease the 
proportion in near future.
source :h t tp ://eng l i shnews . tha ipbs .or . th/con-
tent/164901


