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 The Phnom Penh Post reported that the number of 
international tourists visiting Siem Reap fell 9 per cent last year 
compared with 2014, largely on a decline in European visitor 
arrivals, cirting a tourism official. Chhoey Chhan, head of Siem 
Reap’s provincial tourism department, said of the 5 million tourists 
that visited Siem Reap city last year, 2.1 million were foreigners, 
with European travellers registering a drop of 16 per cent. He said 
Korean, Japanese and Vietnamese tourists dropped around 10 per 
cent, but European tourists dropped the most. However, he predicted 
that regional economic integration and local government strategies 
will cause tourism to rebound, particularly the launch of the Asean 
Economic Community and improved transportation between Asean 
countries.

 Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi 
and her Thai counterpart Don Pramudwinai met on 
Thursday in Jakarta to discuss the countries’ joint effort 
to eradicate transnational organized crime, according to 
The Jakarta Globe. Thailand’s foreign minister said his 
country “welcomes the points proposed by Indonesia to 
strengthen bilateral relations.” The event is scheduled for 
March 6 and 7 in Jakarta, with an expected attendance 
of 56 heads of state, as well as representatives from four 
observers – the United States, Russia, the European 
Union and the United Nations. During Thursday’s meeting 
at the Foreign Ministry, the two neighbors also agreed 
to endorse each other’s candidacy for non-permanent 
membership of the UN Security Council. Indonesia 
agrees to support Thailand for the period of 2017-18, 
while Thailand agrees to support Indonesia for the 2019-
20 period, Retno said.
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