
 No. 011                                                                                 Date : 14 - 18 Dec 2015

For educational purpose only

Hot topic

ASEAN
WEEKLY

By Centre for ASEAN Studies and Training, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University

Follow ASEAN SSRU

 Hundreds of thousands of 
people have been evacuated in the central 
Philippines, where a fierce storm is 
lashing coastal areas with heavy wind 
and rain. Typhoon Melor has killed at 
least four people, caused power cuts and 
disrupted transportation after churning 
across several islands in the archipelago 
since Monday. On Tuesday morning, the 
storm unexpectedly regained force, with its 
maximum sustained winds rising to 230 
kph (143 mph), according to the U.S. 
military’s Joint Typhoon Warning Center. 
That made it the equivalent of a Category 4 
hurricane just as it slammed into an area of 
the western island of Mindoro where tens 
of thousands of people live. The national 
disaster management agency said roughly 
733,000 people had been pre-emptively 
evacuated as the storm approached. 
 Thousands more were reported to 
have been displaced after it struck. Dozens 
of flights were canceled, around 7,000 
sea travelers were stranded in ports, power 
was down in more than a dozen areas and 
many schools were closed, the agency said 
Tuesday. Situated in an area of the Western 
Pacific that some meteorologists describe 
as a “bowling alley” for tropical cyclones, 
the Philippines is frequently buffeted by 
typhoons.
Source:http://edition.cnn.com/2015/12/15/asia/

philippines-typhoon-melor/index.html

 Suu Kyi led the so-called 
“Environmental Beautification Campaign” 
in the Yangon township of Kawhmu where 
she successfully defended her Lower House 
seat in the Nov 8 election. Around 100 
residents of all ages enthusiastically joined 
the campaign. At her first meeting with 
victorious NLD candidates in last month’s 
poll, Suu Kyi urged those present to lead by 
example and personally assist in cleaning 
up their constituencies. The campaign’s 
goals are to improve public health, present 
a more attractive image of the country in 
light of the rising number of foreign tourists 
arriving in Myanmar, and to demonstrate 
that social change can occur swiftly with 
public participation. 
 “We plan to do it regularly,” she 
said. “We are not just picking up trash, we 
would like to be able to change behavior 
over the long term by raising awareness 
among the public.”
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/suu-kyi-
inaugurates-nationwide-trash-cleanup-campaign

 Brunei is honing institutional 
strengths and improving business 
competitiveness as it seeks to diversify its 
oil-dependent economy. The establishment 
of the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC) will sustain the growth of Bruneian 
businesses, helping the sultanate attain 
its goal of diversifying its oil-dependent 
economy. Analysts and business leaders 
interviewed by The Brunei Times said 
regional integration will allow most local 
businesses to access a wider market. This, 
in turn, will develop the private sector 
and provide more job opportunities to 
Bruneians. According to Dr. Mohammad 
Parvez Imdad, senior economist at the Asian 
Development Bank, the AEC is predicted 
to boost the annual income growth of the 
region by 0.5 to one per cent, and increase 
the FDI stocks by 28 to 60 per cent. 
 He said Brunei stands to benefit 
from this, noting that the sultanate has 
been active in working towards increased 
liberalisation of trade and travel restrictions 
in the region. But the AEC’s gains will 
only be realized if Brunei implements 
policy reforms that will make its businesses 
competitive.
Source :h t tp ://www.na t ionmul t imed ia .com/aec/
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