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 Hongsa Power Company, the 
developer of the US$3.7 billion Hongsa Mine 
Mouth Power Project in Xayaboury Province 
of Laos, officially opened its third generator 
yesterday in the presence of Vice President 
Bounnhang Vorachit and several other high-
ranking officials from the government, 
According to Lao News Agency. Hongsa 
Mine Mouth Power Project’s second generator 
officially began producing electricity in 
November of this year. It has a total electricity 
generation capacity of 626-megawatts per 
year. Of this amount, 596-megawatts is 
being exported to the Electricity Generating 
Authority of Thailand (EGAT) through a 
500-kilovolt power grid system stretching 
over 67-km. The remaining 30-megawatts 
will be sold to Electricite du Laos through 
a 115-kilovolt power grid system for 
domestic consumption. Around 680 tonnes 
of lignite are used every hour per generator 
for the production of electricity. The Hongsa 
Mine Mouth Power Plant comprises three 
626-megawatt generators.  The first power 
generator officially began producing electricity 
in June this year while the third one is expected 
to being generating power in March of 2016. 
The power from the first and second generator 
is being exported to Thailand in accordance 
with the Power Purchase Agreement between 
the Hongsa Power Company and the 
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand 
(EGAT). In 2007, the two governments of 
Laos and Thailand signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to sell 7,000 
megawatts of electricity to Thailand by 2015.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/laos-hongsa-
mine-mouth-power-plant-launched

 Prime Minister Hun Sen yesterday 
cautioned against complacency in the global 
fight against the so-called Islamic State, 
pledging that Cambodia would not become 
a sanctuary for jihadists plotting to attack 
countries in the region, The Phnom Penh Post 
reported. The prime minister said this in his 
speech at the opening of the eighth plenary 
session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly. 
Asian parliaments should re-examine policies 
on fighting terrorism following attacks in 
Paris, Egypt and California, he said. “I 
hope that legislatures in our region will help 
governments to re-examine policies for 
fighting terrorism, because currently, we have 
separate anti-terrorism laws, and disputes 
between nations have become an obstacle to 
anti-terrorism efforts,” he said. “We should 
shelve some disputes for a while in order to 
jointly fight against terrorism,” he added, 
without explaining which disputes he was 
referring to. While Cambodia was not aware of 
any IS members entering its territory, it should 
not ignore the possibility that jihadists would 
seek to use the country as a base of operations 
to carry out strikes in other Southeast Asian 
countries, he said. Hun Sen said IS could see 
Cambodia as a safe place to hide. “Therefore, 
we need to be careful,” he added.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/hun-sen-vows-
to-keep-out-islamic-state

 A month-long translocation 
operation getting 24 elephants back into 
their habitat in the Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
in Malaysia’s Sabah has been successful, 
reported The Star Online. The herd of 
elephants, which was first sighted crossing a 
two-way road along an oil palm estate and 
village in Lahad Datu in October, had initially 
been left to wander on its own but under the 
observation of wildlife rangers. Sabah Wildlife 
Depart¬ment’s rescue unit and rangers decided 
to translocate the jumbos when the elephants 
were not heading to the wildlife reserve. State 
Wildlife Department director William Baya 
said this was the biggest translocation ever 
conducted at any one time by the department. 
The translocation team, which was headed by 
Sabah Wildlife Department officials Jibius 
Dausip and Dr Laura Benedict, managed to 
capture all 24 elephants and translocated them 
back to the reserve. Baya said two of the 
elephants had been fixed with satellite collars, 
sponsored by Danau Girang Field Centre, 
so that their movements could be monitored 
and also to better understand human-elephant 
conflicts. Department assistant director Dr Sen 
Nathan, who is also the mana¬ger of Wildlife 
Rescue Unit, said they hoped to do an elephant 
population survey next year. The department 
had been translocating elephants increasingly 
the past years. For example, 10 Borneo 
elephants were sent back into Tabin Wildlife 
Reserve in 2013.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/24-elephants-
return-home
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