
No. 009                                                                       Date : 30 Nov - 4 Dec 2015

For educational purpose only

Hot topic

ASEAN
WEEKLY

By Centre for ASEAN Studies and Training, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University

Follow ASEAN SSRU

 National League for Democracy 
(NLD) chairwoman Aung San Suu Kyi met 
separately Wednesday with President Thein 
Sein and Burma Army commander-in-chief 
Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw, 
The Irrawaddy reported. Representatives 
for Thein Sein and Min Aung Hlaing said 
avenues of collaboration were discussed 
amid a power transition that may not 
be complete until early April. The twin 
dialogues, at the Presidential Palace and 
Burma Army headquarters, respectively, 
came in response to Suu Kyi’s request 
for a meeting on the basis of “national 
reconciliation,” which she made two days 
after her party won a landslide victory in 
the Nov 8 general election. Earlier in the 
morning, Suu Kyi met the president at the 
Presidential Palace behind closed doors. 
The pair emerged about an hour later, with 
Min Aung Hlaing seeing Suu Kyi off under 
the military headquarters’ portico, where 
her car was waiting. Ye Htut added that 
matters high on Suu Kyi’s list of issues to be 
addressed, such as amending Myanmar’s 
2008 Constitution and reducing the role of 
the military in politics, were not discussed.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/suu-kyi-meets-
thein-sein-army-chief

 Lao people representing all 
strata on Wednesday showcased their best 
prepared performances to mark the biggest 
event ever held since the establishment of 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic in 
1975, according to Lao News Agency.The 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of the 
Lao PDR began with 48 parades formed 
by over 15,000 people marching on the 
National Square following an official speech 
by President Choummaly Sayasone. The 
parades represented various sectors 
from central to grassroots levels, from 
Vientiane to provincial levels. Officials of 
line ministries, mass organisations and 
educational institutes dressed up in colours 
portraying the growth and development in 
their sectors. They marched in synchronous 
movements with waving hands holding 
national and party flags. Bigger flags 
and other symbols formed by marchers 
could be seen from aerial views. The 
colorful and culture-rich shows and 
performances portrayed the happiness 
of Lao People under the leadership of 
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party. All 
of these were to show how successful 
the Lao PDR has been in developing 
and building up over the past 40 years.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/40th-anniversary-
of-lao-pdr-celebrated

 A malfunction in two of the 
plane’s rudder travel limiter (RTL) units 
caused the crash late last year of AirAsia 
Flight QZ8501, Indonesia’s National 
Transportation Safety Committee (KNKT) 
revealed on Tuesday, The Jakarta Globe 
reported. The KNKT announced the 
outcome of its 11-month investigation and 
concluded that the units had been repaired 
at least 23 times in the 12 months prior to 
the crash on Dec 28, which killed all 162 
people on board. AirAsia’s ground crews 
had to fix the units twice in October 2014, 
and the number of malfunction incidents 
grew to five the following month and finally 
in December, the units broke down nine 
times, KNKT chief investigator for the AirAsia 
crash Nurcahyo Utomo said. The units are 
responsible for limiting how much the plane 
can roll, which is set at 33 degrees. The 
plane’s rudder had four RTL units, the 
KNKT said, two of which malfunctioned at 
least four times during the Dec 28 flight, as 
the plane cruised at an altitude of 38,000 
feet. The series of malfunctions caused 
the Airbus A320-216 to roll at a rate of 6 
degrees per second, the investigator said.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/rudder-malfunction-
to-blame-for-airasia-qz8501-crash
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