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 World leaders gathering for the 
27th ASEAN Summit and related summits 
this weekend are expected to discuss issues 
related to the South China Sea, Malaysian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Datuk Seri Anifah 
Aman said, New Straits Times reported. 
The minister said the other strategic 
issues to be raised by the leaders could 
include tensions in the Korean peninsula 
and terrorism. The leaders of ASEAN 
and its dialogue partners are expected 
to discuss future dialogue relations and 
the way forward, said Anifah. These will 
encompass cooperation in the fields of 
security, economy and culture as well as 
to exchange views on issues of common 
interest, among others, on the South China 
Sea, the situation in the Korean peninsula, 
radicalization and terrorism and the role 
of moderation, as well as environmental 
issues, he added. This year’s summit, 
which will be opened by Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, is set to be a 
historic one, as regional bloc will realize the 
establishment of the ASEAN Community by 
year end and adopt a new plan to chart the 
next 10 years of the group’s development.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/south-china-sea-

likely-on-asean-agenda

 Malaysia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Ahman Zahid Hamadi 
said the nation’s security has been 
increased to optimum level to ensure the 
safety of the people, following the horrific 
terror attacks in Paris on Friday, New 
Straits Times reported. According to Zahid, 
the Home Ministry will also deploy more 
security personnel in conjunction with the 
27th ASEAN Summit being held in Kuala 
Lumpur this week. Zahid, who is also 
Home Minister, gave his assurance that 
anyone found involved in terrorist activities 
in the country would be subject to the law 
including the Security Offences (Special 
Measures) Act 2012, Prevention of Terrorism 
Act 2015 and the Criminal Procedure Code.
S o u r c e : h t t p : / / e n g l i s h n e w s . t h a i p b s . o r . t h /
m a l a y s i a s - s e c u r i t y - u p g r a d e d - t o - o p t i m u m -
l e v e l - f o l l o w i n g - p a r i s - a t t a c k s - z a h i d

 The Dalai Lama has sent his 
congratulations to the leader of Myanmar’s 
main opposition party, the National League 
for Democracy (NLD), following its thumping 
win in the country’s Nov 8 general election, 
The Irrawaddy reported. In a letter sent to 
fellow Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, 
the Dalai Lama said the election result was 
“a reflection of the people’s confidence that 
you will be able to help them fulfill their 
hopes and aspirations.” “These elections 
are a historic milestone for Myanmar,” he 
wrote. His message to Aung San Suu Kyi 
came the day following official confirmation 
on Friday that the party had secured the 
parliamentary majority required to select 
the country’s next president and form 
government in 2016. In a meeting with 
political parties on Sunday, Thein Sein 
urged all in attendance to help ensure a 
stable transition period and reaffirmed 
commitments to respect the poll’s outcome. 
In his letter to Suu Kyi, the Dalai Lama, 
the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists, 
also referenced the need to build religious 
tolerance in the country.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/dalai-lama-
congratulates-suu-kyi-for-election-victory

Lao News Agency. The request was made 
by the Deputy Minister of Public Works and 
Transport, Lattanamany Khounnivong, who 
said that the construction of the Laos-China 
railway is a strategic cooperation project 
between Laos and China. The feasibility study 
was completed and approved in 2012. “Since 
being approved, the route has been studied 
and adjusted to be aligned with the landscape 
and national socio-economic circumstances. 
The two governments signed a cooperation 
agreement to move forward with the project 
on Nov 13,” Mr Lattanamany said. Currently, 
the groundbreaking ceremony for the Laos-
China railway construction project is being 
prepared. This is an investment project that 
is expected to significantly contribute to 
economic growth and substantially benefit the 
people of Laos.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/govt-calls-for-
cooperation-from-locals-during-laos-china-railway-

construction

 The Lao government is calling 
on people living along the route of the new 
Laos-China railway construction project to be 
patient and cooperative during construction 
to ensure success of the project, according to


