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 Thanh Nien News reported that the 
popular travel guide site Lonely Planet has listed 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City among 11 best val-
ue destinations for tourists in 2016. Both cities, 
which are the biggest and busiest in Vietnam, are 
considered as having “magical” prices for budget 
travelers who are able to live the local life by pay-
ing only US$20 a day or less for food, lodging and 
sightseeing. Hanoi has been ranked second and 
the southern city third. The list cited results from 
the Price of Travel’s Index, which compared prices 
in 31 Asian cities. Estonia in northern Europe tops 
Lonely Planet’s budget list, which also includes 
New Mexico, Quebec and Western Australia. Tri-
pAdvisor earlier this year suggested Hanoi as the 
most affordable international destination in its an-
nual TripIndex report, which looked into 60 key 
tourist cities around the world. The leading trav-
el review site said travellers on a budget should 
consider Hanoi where a three night-stay only 
costs around $732 a couple or $366 a person.
source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/lonely-planet-

names-hanoi-hcmc-among-magical-choices-for-budget-

travel

 Leaders of all the 21 Asia Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation (APEC) member econ-
omies are expected to arrive in Manila for the 
meeting in November, the chief organizer said 
Wednesday, according to philstar. Ambassa-
dor Marciano Paynor Jr., director general of this 
year’s APEC National Organizing Council, said 
in a briefing that his team has not received any 
indications that some presidents or prime min-
isters of APEC economies will skip the Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting next month. The ambassador’s 
announcement came after the White House con-
firmed United States President Barack Obama’s 
attendance next month. This will be Obama’s 
second trip to the Philippines in over two years 
amid his administration push for a strategic piv-
ot to Asia-Pacific. Australia, Brunei Darussalam, 
Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Ja-
pan, South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zea-
land, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, 
Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam and 
the United States make up the 21-member APEC.
source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/world-leaders-full-

attendance-in-apec-manila-expected

 A number of Cambodian expatriates 
demonstrated in Paris over the weekend during 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s official visit to France, 
prompting the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) to 
issue a statement, condemning them for incitement 
and claiming they have no right to interfere with 
the Kingdom’s internal affairs, The Phnom Penh 
Post reported. The Saturday demonstration, which 
took place at the highly visited Human Rights

 Advance voting kicked-off in My-
anmar on Thursday for those unable to cast a 
ballot in their constituencies on polling day next 
week, many of whom are soldiers and civil serv-
ants. The early ballot comes after the country’s 
overseas nationals cast advance votes earlier 
this month ahead of the Nov 8 polls trumpeted 
as Myanmar’s freest and fairest in decades. But 
some international election monitors have raised 
concerns over the transparency of the advance 
vote, which in the last 2010 general elections 
was marred by allegations of widespread fraud. 
Last week European Union observers a bigger 
monitoring mission than Carter said they would 
be given access to voting on military bases. 
Tens of thousands of soldiers are expected to 
take part in voting at military bases before the 
election, because they are stationed far from 
their home constituencies. The NLD’s main rival 
is the army-backed USDP party, which supports

plaza at the Trocadero, in full view of the Eiffel 
Tower, was organised by an ad hoc coalition of 
Cambodian political, cultural and religious organi-
sations based in France, according to a document 
released by the organisers. The organisers’ call for 
action, published in French and Khmer, demand-
ed the 1991 Paris Peace Accords be upheld and 
condemned Hun Sen and his government for “de-
liberate violations of national and citizens’ rights 
and … Vietnamese colonialism in Cambodia”. The 
CPP statement accused the CNRP of orchestrat-
ing the demonstrations in Paris and said such ac-
tions constituted “incitement” and were “a threat 
to national unity, peace and national security”. 
CNRP spokesman Yim Sovann insisted the party 
was not involved with the Paris demonstrations.
source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/expats-protest-

hun-sens-france-visit

current president Thein Sein. Advance voting will 
end on Nov 7, unlike in 2010 that controversial-
ly saw advance-voter ballots arrive on polling 
day, as well as accusations of some arriving after 
polls closed, sparking concerns of ballot stuffing.
source:http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/748072/

advance-voting-kicks-off-in-myanmar


