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 Union Parliament Speaker 
Mahn Win Khaing Than forwarded an 
urgent proposal to lawmakers on Monday 
requesting that all MPs make a monetary 
donation to those affected by recent fires 
in Shan State’s Namhsan and Labutta 
in Irrawaddy Division, The Irrawaddy 
reported. Lawmakers unanimously agreed 
to the proposal, which will see each MP 
donate their daily stipend of 20,000 kyat, 
half of which will go toward food supplies, 
5,000 kyat toward accommodation 
and 5,000 kyat for other general 
expenses.  
 The total donation will amount 
to over 13 million kyat (US$10,290). 
A huge blaze razed over 200 homes 
in Namhsan of northern Shan State on 
Thursday, leaving an estimated 1,270 
people homeless, according to authorities. A 
fire on the same day in Irrawaddy Division’s 
Labutta destroyed 179 homes, leave over 
700 people without shelter, officials said.

 Heavy rains since Friday have 
caused severe landslides The worst affected 
districts are Agam, South Solok, Lima Puluh 
Kota and Solok. The National Disaster 
Mitigation Agency, or BNPB, said that 
the rains had caused three rivers – Batang 
Bangko, Batang Suliti and Batang Lolo – 
to overflow. Among the fatalities was one 
family of six, killed in a landslide. The 
deadly landslide also damaged two bridges, 
paralyzing the traffic from Payakumbuh 
in West Sumatra to the Riau provincial 
capital, Pekanbaru, in both directions. In 
Agam, thousands of tons of soil, reaching 
two-and-a-half meters meters high and 15 
meters across, also briefly blocked the road 
from Bukittinggi to Lubuk Sikaping, both in 
West Sumatra, and vice versa. 
 On Monday, floods in various 
parts of the province reached up to one-
and-a-half meters deep. At least 2,000 
homes and 100 hectares of paddy fields 
in South Solok as well as 100 houses in 
Nagari Pangkalan subdistrict of Lima Puluh 
Kota were hit by the floods. In the latter 
subdistrict, one man was carried away by 
strong currents only to be found dead later 
on.In Solok City, water from the nearby 
Batang Lembang river flooded several dozen 
homes in two urban wards.
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 Following a confirmed case of 
the mosquito-borne Zika virus in Thai-
land last week, Myanmar’s Ministry of 
Health is launching a public awareness 
campaign. Dr Soe Lwin Nyein, a director 
of public health, said the “necessary pre-
cautionary and preventative measures” 
will be taken, as with previous viral out-
breaks such as MERS and avian flu. He 
added government will print an official 
warning about the Zika virus in the state 
newspapers, and hold awareness cam-
paigns across the country. Daw Thandar, 
another director in the public health de-
partment, told The Myanmar Times the 
ministry will be “monitoring” for Zika, 
but has not seen any cases yet. Thailand 
and Indonesia have both announced con-
firmed cases, but urged the public to stay 
calm as neither scenario is an outbreak.

SOURCE:h t t p : // eng l i s h n ews . t h a i p b s . o r . t h /
content/150117

SOURCE:h t t p : // eng l i s h n ews . t h a i p b s . o r . t h /
content/150135

SOURCE:h t t p : // eng l i s h n ews . t h a i p b s . o r . t h /
content/149954


