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 Construction of a new railway line be-
tween Jakarta and Bandung is set to begin early 
next month, The Jakarta Globe reported, citing an 
official.The $5.5 billion projectis a joint venture 
between China Railway International and a con-
sortium of Indonesian state-owned companies, 
called Pilar Sinergi BUMN Indonesia (PSBI). Sahala 
reiterated the government’s line that the project 
would not rely on any state funding, with financing 
already agreed on under a business-to-business 
scheme.The government had earlier proposed 
building a high-speed line between the two cit-
ies, with bids from China and Japan being con-
sidered. However, the administration of President 
Joko Widodo pulled a last-minute switch on the 
eve of announcing the bid winner, saying it was 
no longer interested in a high-speed line – much 
to the chagrin of the Japanese, who had already 
spent millions of dollars on a feasibility study for 
the project. soucrce:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/con-
struction-of-jakarta-bandung-railway-to-start-nov-9

 Malaysia and Australia have agreed 
to exchange expertise in countering terrorism 
threats, according to New Straits Times.This will 
see Malaysia benefiting from Australia’s ad-
vanced border control experience, while the 
latter is seeking to adopt Malaysia’s successful 
programmes inrehabilitation and deradicalisation 
of violent extremists. He said Australia has also 
offered to provide training for not only the Immi-
gration Department officers, but also police and 
other enforcement agencies.“In exchange, the 
Australian authorities want to learn and adopt our 
approach towards rehabilitating extremists. They 
are also facing the same problem (extremism) as 
there are immigrants from the Middle East who

reside in their country and had been given per-
manent resident status, but create trouble for 
the authorities there,” he said.  soucrce:http://
englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/malaysia-and-australia-to-ex-
change-counter-terrorism-expertise

 Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen 
warned Monday that a “new war” would erupt 
if an opposition party gets a chance to rule the 
country. During his speech at a students’ grad-
uation ceremony in Phnom Penh, Hun Sen said it 
is not a threat but a “new war will erupt,” not-
ing that the opposition Cambodia National Rescue 
Party led by Sam Rainsy would bring about ha-
tred against rich people. He said, however, that 
he is against terribly rogue businesspeople who 
have created problems for innocent Cambodians 
through actions such as land grabbing and de-
forestation. Hun Sen has been in power for 30 
years, and many now expect his ruling Cambodi-
an People’s Party to face a great challenge from 
the opposition CNRP in the next general election 
scheduled in 2018. In the last election in 2013, the 
CPP won 68 seats against the CNRP’s 55 in the 
123-seat National Assembly. soucrce: http://www.
bangkokpost.com/news/asean/735168/hun-sen-warns-of-
war-if-opposition-party-rules-cambodia

of the three-party opposition coalition “within the 
next few days”, seeking to call Najib to account 
over a scandal that has roiled Malaysian markets 
and battered the government’s image. Adding to 
the pressure, Malaysia’s nine state sultans said in 
a rare joint statement earlier this month that the 
scandal had created a “crisis of confidence” and 
called for a full investigation.Najib’s government 
had already faced criticism both at home and 
abroad for jailing Anwar for five years on contro-
versial sodomy charges in February, a case the 
US State Department said raised questions over 
rule of law. soucrce: http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/
asean/735188/malaysian-opposition-leader-to-seek-
vote-of-no-confidence-in-pm

 Photos from Indonesia Wednesday 
show the Indonesian navy blowing up fishing 
boats it seized from Thailand and Vietnam.Ac-
cording to the Associated Press news agency and 
EPA photo journalists, the Indonesians ordered the 
boats destroyed after they were seized for illegal 
fishing.The crews were taken off the boats, which 
were seized during the past year. Most have been 
anchored off Batam, in the Aceh SeaAccording to 
the AP, Indonesian media reported that the Indo-
nesian Navy is following government orders de-
signed to stop illegal fishing in its territorial waters.
The destruction took place off Batam Island on 
Tuesday. The agency said “several foreign fishing 
boats” were destroyed, but gave no further de-
tails or identification of the boats involved. soucrce: 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/737976/indone-
sia-destroys-thai-vietnamese-trawlers Malaysia’s opposition leader said 

Monday she would seek a parliamentary vote of 
no confidence in Prime Minister Najib Razak, who 
faces fierce scrutiny over corruption allegations. 
Malaysia’s Prime minister Najib Razak (centre), 
seen here leaving parliament in Kuala Lumpur on 
Oct 19, 2015, fiercely denies any wrongdoing as 
he faces allegations of corruption.Wan Azizah Wan 
Ismail said she would submit the motion on behalf


