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 US President Barack Obama 
reiterated in Kuala Lumpur yesterday that his 
country’s commitment to combating the Islamic 
State (IS) and terrorism, according to The Star 
Online. The President described the IS as a 
barbaric organization and said the US and its 
coalition partners, including Malaysia, will not 
rest until it is destroyed. “We will hunt down 
their leaders and destroy their networks,” he 
said during his press conference at the Ritz-
Carlton Kuala Lumpur. Obama who is here for 
the 27th ASEAN Summit said he’s come under 
fire for his visit to Asia with one newspaper 
describing it as “Obama’s Asian Distraction”. 
“This region is not a distraction,” he said. 
Obama pointed out that global security and 
fighting terrorism was top of the agenda 
during his meetings with leaders in the region. 
He said he has invited all 10 ASEAN leaders to 
Washington next year to continue discussions, 
and they have accepted his invitation.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/us-committed-to-
fighting-islamic-state-says-obama

 The Cambodian government has 
vowed to crack down on coastal hotels and 
resorts that have restricted public access to 
beaches or constructed illegal encroachments 
within 50 metres of the shoreline, The Phnom 
Penh Post reported. Tourism Minister Thong 
Khon warned on Monday that his ministry will 
give private companies a deadline to remove 
any fences or constructions that violate a 
government directive that ensures all beaches 
in the Kingdom remain public property. The 
order applies everywhere, including on 
islands and land claimed by hotels, Khon said. 
Khon said Cambodia’s coastal area is the 
country’s second-biggest tourism draw and 
the government and private sector must work 
together to manage its resources. Several 
beaches along Cambodia’s coastline have 
been designated as private beaches by their 
adjacent resort and hotel owners. Similarly, 
the Sokha Hotel on a quiet bay in Sihanoukville 
has fenced in its beach and charges an 
admission fee to non-guests, which includes 
the use of its pool. According to Khon, this 
violates the public’s right to use the beach.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/private-companies-
warned-on-beach-access-in-cambodia

 Malaysians are known for their 
charitable efforts and their country has been 
listed as one of the most generous nations in 
the world, The Star Online reported. In the 
Charity Aid Foundation’s (CAF) World Giving 
Index for 2015 released this month, Malaysia 
was ranked in the 10th spot and received a 
score of 52. The index by Britain-based CAF 
looks at three measures of giving – donating 
money, volunteering time, and helping a 
stranger. Malaysia scored 62% when it comes 
to helping strangers, 58% in donating money 
and 37% in volunteer services. The countries, 
which comprise the top 10, remain largely the 
same as those reported in 2014. Myanmar is 
ranked first in the World Giving Index for 2015, 
having previously shared this position with the 
US last year. Their score of 66% achieved is 
the highest on record. Myanmar once again 
records the highest incidence of donating 
money (92%), and this year, it also leads 
the world in terms of volunteering (50%). 
The US comes in second while New Zealand 
completes the podium. Other countries in the 
top 10 are Canada, Australia, United Kingdom, 
Netherlands, Sri Lanka and Ireland.
Source:http:/ /engl ishnews.thaipbs.or.th/malaysia-
makes- top-10- l i s t-o f-mos t-gene rous-na t i on s

us, and making our citizens feel that ASEAN 
courses through their veins,” he said. “That 
is what will make our community a reality. 
That is what will reward the efforts and 
contributions of subsequent leaders and 
peoples of ASEAN, without whose help 
we would not have reached this historic 
milestone,” he said. The signing of the 
landmark document was made memorable 
as it was witnessed by leaders of ASEAN 
dialogue partners from China, Japan, Australia 
and New Zealand. The ASEAN Community 
comprises three core pillars, namely the 
ASEAN Political Security Community (APSC), 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and 
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC).
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/asean-leaders-sign-kl-

declaration

 ASEAN leaders have signed a 
document to launch the ASEAN Community 
in a simple, short and glittering ceremony 
in Kuala Lumpur, The Star Online reported. 
All 10 leaders took turns to sign the Kuala 
Lumpur Declaration on the Establishment 
of the ASEAN Community on Sunday, 
which was first signed by Malaysian Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as ASEAN 
Chair. Najib in his speech said the ASEAN 
Community went beyond economy and was also
about all citizens being ASEAN. “It is 
recognizing that something special binds


