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Hot topic

 A Cambodian activist who has cham-
pioned the rights of poor children to get an educa-
tion was named winner of the World’s Children’s 
Prize, sometimes called the “Children’s Nobel 
Prize”. Phymean Noun was selected Wednesday 
after a vote among close to 2 million school chil-
dren across the world, organisers said. As winner, 
Phymean Noun receives US$50,000. Her foun-
dation, People Improvement Organisation, said 
it helps about 1,200 children a day and offers 
vocational training and runs outreach centres. Pa-
trons of the prize include Sweden’s Queen Silvia, 
who was to present the prize Wednesday, as well 
as Aung San Suu Kyi of Myanmar, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu of South Africa, and the late South 
African president Nelson Mandela’s widow, Graca 
Machel. source:http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/ase-

an/731116/cambodian-activist-wins-children-nobel-prize.

 The precise fate of Flight MH370, 
which went missing in March last year with 239 
people on board, remains a mystery and the lat-
est reports appeared to be yet another false lead 
based on no evidence. While a wing part from the 

jet was found washed up on a beach in the ndian 

Ocean  in July, the rest of the plane has yet to be 

found.Philippine authorities said on Tuesday that 

no plane wreckage had been found, and ques-

tioned the credibility Iof the apparent police -

witness. “I sent people to the site where it (the 
plane wreck) was supposedly seen and the re-
sults were negative,” the deputy police director 
of Tawi-Tawi, Superintendent Glenn Roy Gabor, 
told AFP by phone. Authorities later confirmed it 
was from MH370, in the first confirmation that the 
plane had met a tragic end in the Indian Ocean. 
But the discovery has not led to any further hard 
evidence of what happened to the plane. In the 
absence of proof, there have been many false 
leads and conspiracy theories that have been giv-
en widespread publicity.  source:http://www.bangkok-

post.com/news/asean/728076/philippines-dismisses-re-

ports-mh370-wreckage-found.

 The Philippine government is exam-
ining an online video that appears to show two 
Canadians, a Norwegian and a Filipino who were 
kidnapped last month. The tourists were taken 
from a resort in the southern Philippines. In the 
video, one hostage calls on the Canadian and 
Philippine governments to stop military attacks 
in the area. The Philippines often sees kidnap-
pings by Islamist militants in the south, who hold 
hostages for ransom. “We beseech the Canadi-
an government to please, please help us and the 
Philippine government... by stopping all of the op-
erations that have been going on, like artillery fire 

which came near us,” one hostage, who identifies 

himself as John Ridsdel, says in the video. 
source : http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34524830.

 Singapore surprised analysts by nar-
rowly avoiding a technical recession in the third 
quarter. Southeast Asia’s most advanced econ-
omy has turned to services to counter faltering 
demand for the region’s goods as China’s slows 
down.  While manufacturing contracted in the last 
four quarters, services output expanded over the 
same period, the Trade Ministry reported. Ser-
vices were almost 27% of total trade last year, 
up from about 20% a decade earlier, the gov-
ernment said earlier this year.  “The Singapore 
economy is likely to remain on a two-track tra-
jectory in 2016,’’ Selena Ling, a Singapore-based 
economist at Oversea-Chinese Banking Corp said 
in a note 
source : http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/729760/

singapore-narrowly-escapes-recession

 Myanmar’s election commission has 
announced the country’s historic election will 
continue as planned, after brief talk of a possible 
delay.The commission had consulted Myanmar’s 
political parties on the possibility of postponing the 
poll because of the impact of flooding and land-
slides.Some parts of Myanmar have been devas-
tated by floods and landslides. Chin and Sagaing 
were particularly badly hit in August, and in the 
last week, 17 people died in landslides in Kayah 
State.Last week, NLD leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
said she planned to lead the government if her 
party won - even though she is constitutional-
ly barred from the presidency. Myanmar, also 
known as Burma, has no prime minister’s post.
source:http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34517544
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