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 Channel News Asia reported 
that a campaign was launched on Sunday 
by the National Productivity Council to 
encourage Singaporeans to use selfservice 
or DIY facilities such as self checkout 
machines at supermarkets. Called “We 
Are Independent”, the campaign hopes to 
change consumers’ behavior so that more 
businesses will be encouraged to adopt 

 A high-ranking official delegation of 
the Lao government is getting ready to leave 
for China to join a launching ceremony the first 
Laos satellite to be put into orbit on Nov 21, 
the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications 
said, as reported by Lao News Agency. 
The ceremony will be held in Sichuan, a 
southwestern Chinese Province of China 
where both Lao and Chinese    delegations 
will take part in the event. The Lao delegation,  
including representatives of the    Ministry of 
Post and Telecommunications, is expected to 
leave for China one day before the launch. 
Minister of Post and Telecommunications, Hien 
Phommachanh, said at the signing ceremony 
of the shareholders’ agreement for the Lao 
Sat-1 Joint Venture   Company was signed 
in Vientiane on Oct 30 between the Lao 
government and three Chinese developers. 
The satellite will be launched from China into 
the 128.5 degrees east orbital slot which has 
been specifically allocated to Laos.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/lao-delegation-

readies-for-launch-of-first-satellite

 Thanh Nien Newspaper signed 
a bilateral cooperation agreement with 
Thai newspaper Matichon in Bangkok on 
Nov 9, marking the first partnership ever 
established between a Vietnamese and a 
foreign media agency in both content and 
business management, Thanh Nien News 
reported. The newspapers, as leading media 
outlets in each country, want to prepare to 
tap the demand for business news content 
by local readers, ahead of the formation of 
the ASEAN Economic Community. Besides, 
when a local business puts an advertisement 
on Thanh Nien, it only has to pay a small 
extra sum to run that ad on Matichon in 
Thai language, and vice versa, Thai businesses 
who want to advertise on Matichon only 
have to pay a supporting fee to put their 
ad in Thanh Nien in Vietnamese.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/thanh-nien-mat-
ichon-sign-cooperation-agreement

 National League for Democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, whose party 
expects to form the next government 
after early returns showing a commanding 
election triumph, has asked to meet 
President Thein Sein, the army commander 
in chief Min Aung Hlaing and Union 
Parliament Speaker Shwe Mann, The 
Irrawaddy reported. The three letters, sent 
separately to Thein Sein, military chief   Snr 
Gen Min Aung Hlaing and Shwe Mann, were 
dated Tuesday and signed by Suu Kyi. She 
said “national reconciliation” would be on 
the agenda just minutes later, presidential 
spokesman Ye Htut also took to Facebook 
to announce that Thein Sein had received 
the letter. “As the president repeated in 
his Nov 6 speech, the government and the 
army will respect the result of the free and 
fair election. He also added that we will 
meet with political leaders for stability in 
the post-election transitional period,” read 
the post. “So, we have replied to Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi this morning that we will 
negotiate bilaterally for the meeting after 
the UEC has finished its electoral processes.
Source:http://englishnews.thaipbs.or.th/suu-kyi-requests-
meeting-with-thein-sein-army-chief-and-parliament-

speaker

innovative technologies. Manpower Minister 
Lim Sweep Say and Parliamentary Secretary 
for Trade and Industry Low Yen Ling 
launched the campaign on Sunday. A survey 
commissioned by the National Productivity 
Council in July involving more than 1,000 
respondents found that four in 10 were not 
aware of self-service facilities. It also revealed 
that the top reason for not using DIY facilities 
was customers being unsure of how to use 
the machines, while others found the services 
too complicated or preferred to pay in cash. 
The campaign will continue until the end of 
December.
Sou r c e : h t t p : / / e ng l i s h news . t h a i p b s . o r . t h / c am-
p a i g n - l a u n c h e d - t o - e n c o u r a g e - s i n g a p o r e -
ans-to-use-self-service-facilities


